Notes: CAFA Network and Policy Call
July 27, 2011
I. CAFA Land-Use Recommendations
Continuing CAFA’s exploration of the connections between land use and asthma that started with an overview of SB 375 at the November CAFA Annual Meeting and progressed with presentations from partners engaged in local land use issues in our May meeting, RAMP staff has compiled a set of recommendations for maximizing public health benefits from Sustainable Community Strategies being developed across the state (as mandated by SB 375).  Much like the school policy framework CAFA developed several years ago, this framework on land use and transportation planning is being developed as both an educational tool CAFA members can use to increase local understanding of the issue as well as a tool to guide local policy advocacy.
RAMP staff talked to public health, social equity, and transportation advocates about land use policies and teased out the policy goals most connected to air quality and lung health.  We would like CAFA coalitions to review, edit, and amend these recommendations as a basis for a CAFA platform on land use issues.  Those on the call were supportive of the existing recommendations and did not have suggestions for improvement.  We ask that those who were unable to make the call to please review the document and provide any feedback to Azibuike by Friday, August 12th (azibuike@rampasthma.org). 
II. Policy Update
The state passed a majority-vote budget at the end of June.  Fortunately, clean air programs and regulations were largely unharmed.  However, if revenues lag behind optimistic projections, the state will be forced to make mid-year cuts.  We don’t anticipate any threats to clean air regulations, but we will continue to monitor events in Sacramento.

Six of the eleven bills CAFA supported have begun moving through the second house (Assembly bills are now in the Senate and Senate bills are now in the Assembly).  Additionally, CAFA added one more bill to its support list, SB 582.  Five of the seven bills are still active.  Below details the status of these seven bills:
OAQ

· AB 343 (Atkins) – This bill has been held in committee.  This is likely due to the uncertain future of redevelopment agencies given their reduction in the state budget.  This bill would require air quality considerations in redevelopment plans

· SB 535 (de Leon) – This bill passed out of policy committee and is now in the Appropriations Committee.  This bill would require the creation of a Community Benefits Fund from revenues generated from greenhouse gas reduction policies.  These funds would go towards supporting efforts to address climate change impacts in low income communities

· SB 582 (Yee) – This bill has passed both houses and has been sent to the Governor’s desk.  This bill would allow local air districts in partnership with local transportation planning agencies to establish requirements that businesses make commuter benefits available to employees.

· SB 739 (Lowenthal) – This bill has passed both the policy and Appropriations committee and is now up for a vote on the Assembly Floor.  This bill would require air quality assessments at ports

Housing

· SB 184 (Leno) – This bill has stalled in the policy committee.  It is unclear why since it had unanimous support through the Senate.  The author may be holding it until next year.  This bill would allow jurisdictions to establish inclusionary housing policies

Schools

· AB 516 (VM Perez) – This bill has passed its policy committee and is now in the Appropriations Committee.  It would encourage Safe routes to Schools programs in low income communities

· SB 128 (Lowenthal) – This bill has passed its policy committee and is now in the Appropriations Committee.  It would allow school construction/renovation funding to be used on high performing school design elements

If you have any questions on CAFA’s legislative agenda, contact Brandon (brandon@rampasthma.org). 
III. Announcements
· All three regions (southern, central, and northern California) continue to plan regional meetings for the late summer and early fall.  Save the dates should be out soon.  If you have any questions about these meetings contact Anne (anne@rampasthma.org) for southern California, Brandon (brandon@rampasthma.org) for the central valley, and Sue (susan@rampasthma.org) for northern California.
· RAMP will be hosting the first CAFA webinar of the year on August 31st from 10:00-11:30 AM.  Details will be out shortly, but please begin inviting local coalition members.
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