Dear CAFA Partners: 

Thank you for your participation in the CAFA Network Conference Call last week. Please see below for some notes and some important “to do” items. 

· In order to accommodate schedules and increase participation, we are going to move the day/time of our CAFA Network Conference Calls. Beginning in September, the calls will be the 4th Tuesday of the month from 10-11am. Please let me know if this poses a significant problem for your coalition. Otherwise, the next CAFA Network Conference call will be September 27th at 10am.  

· Thank you to Eduard Flores who shared an update about the work of the Asthma Coalition of Alameda County. Future volunteers include: 

· September 27th: Luis from San Diego Regional Asthma Coalition

· October 25th: Dolores from Stanislaus County Asthma Coalition

· The CAFA Webinar, “Making Your Voice Heard: Media Advocacy and Policymaker Engagement” will be held tomorrow. Please see the attached message for more details. 

· Recognizing that more coalitions are getting involved with land use work and its connection to asthma, Azibuike shared “Promoting Healthy Land Use and Transportation Plans: A Framework for Sustainable Community Strategies” (attached). We would like this to be the CAFA Network’s policy brief on land use and transportation. The idea is that this can be a tool all CAFA coalitions, ranging from those who want minimal involvement (like enough knowledge to sign onto a letter) to those who are extensively involved. During the last two conference calls, we provided opportunity for feedback and edits. We’ll keep that process open for one more week—if you have comments, questions, or edits, please contact Azibuike at Azibuike@rampasthma.org by September 6th. We’ll incorporate any final edits and then we can all start using this as a tool.
· Policy Update: In 2008, CAFA members developed a School Policy Framework.  This document outlined a range of school-related asthma issues along with possible solutions.  We have used this document to inform policy makers and others working on school health issues.  Given that it was developed three years ago, we’d like to take some time to review and update the document (see attached).  On next month’s network call, we will take some time to review the document and get feedback from CAFA members about what to keep, exclude, or add to the document.

· Legislative Update: Friday, August 26th, is the deadline for bills to pass out of the Appropriations Committee.  Of the five bills that were still active at last month’s update, three are still moving forward this year, one will be active again next year, and one was vetoed by the governor.  Details are below:

OAQ

· SB 535 (de Leon) – This bill is in the Appropriations Committee.  This bill would require the creation of a Community Benefits Fund from revenues generated from greenhouse gas reduction policies.  These funds would go towards supporting efforts to address climate change impacts, including air quality, in low income communities. UPDATE: This bill has been held in Appropriations and turned into a 2-year bill.  This bill will be up again in January.

· SB 582 (Yee) – This bill was unfortunately vetoed by the governor.  This bill would have allowed local air districts in partnership with local transportation planning agencies to establish requirements that businesses make commuter benefits available to employees.

· SB 739 (Lowenthal) – This bill is up for a vote on the Assembly Floor.  This bill would require air quality assessments at ports.

Schools

· AB 516 (VM Perez) – This bill has passed through both houses and is now at the governor’s desk.  It would encourage Safe routes to Schools programs in low income communities.

· SB 128 (Lowenthal) – This bill in the Appropriations Committee.  It would allow school construction/renovation funding to be used on high performing school design elements – including elements targeting improved indoor air quality.  UPDATE: This bill passed the Appropriations Committee and is now on the Assembly Floor.

