Dear CAFA Colleagues: 

 Thank you to those of you who participated in last week’s CAFA Network Conference Call. I have attached notes from the call and pasted them below. Please be sure to read and respond to the section on webinar topics! Special thanks to Janet Scully for presenting about the work of the Los Angeles County Asthma Coalition. Please mark your calendars for next month’s call—Wednesday, July 27th at 3:30. Luis Lechuga will present on the work of the San Diego Regional Asthma Coalition. 

We’d also like to extend the reach of these CAFA Network Calls to include any interested members of your coalitions. If any members of your coalition are interested in participating in these calls and receiving these periodic e-mail updates, I’d be happy to add them to our list. Please send me their e-mail addresses!

Thanks, Anne

June 2011 Notes
CAFA Legislative Update
CAFA members identified 19 bills relevant to CAFA’s policy priorities (11 OAQ, 5 housing, 3 schools).  Of those bills, CAFA members decided to actively support 11 (5 OAQ, 3 housing, 3 schools), actively oppose 6 (5 OAQ, 1 housing), and to monitor 2 (1 OAQ, 1 housing).  See the attached spreadsheets for details about each bill.

Support: Of the 11 bills CAFA decided to support, 6 bills successfully passed out of their first house of the legislature and will now make their way through the second house (3 OAQ, 1 housing, 2 schools).  At least one of the unsuccessful bills has been turned into a two-year bill and will be active next year (AB 801 – housing).  

Opposition: All 6 of bills CAFA decided to oppose failed to pass out of their respective policy committees.  Most (5) had failed before we were able to officially submit out letter of opposition.  Some of these bills may become two-year bills and become active again next year.  We will continue to monitor them.

Monitor: One of the bills we are watching passed its first house (housing) while the other was held (OAQ).  We will continue monitoring the active bill (SB 332).

Active Bills (all support):

OAQ

AB 343 (Atkins) – air quality considerations in redevelopment plans

SB 535 (de Leon) – Community Benefits Fund

SB 739 (Lowenthal) – Air quality assessments at ports

Housing

SB 184 (Leno) – Inclusionary housing

Schools

AB 516 (VM Perez) – Safe routes to Schools

SB 128 (Lowenthal) – High performance schools

 

Webinars
We have the opportunity to work with a consultant on providing a webinar for the CAFA Network. The webinar would be open to all coalition members. Topics that she has expertise in include: 

        Guidance around media advocacy

        Policymaker engagement

        Strategies to build partnerships with the business community

Additional topics that were suggested during the call include:

        Leveraging limited funds

        An overview of the legislative process

 If you want to express interest in any of these topics and/or to suggest additional topics, please send an e-mail message to Brandon at Brandon@rampasthma.org by July 6th. 

 Coalition Presentations
Thank you to Janet Scully who provide a great update on the work of the Los Angeles County Asthma Coalition. 

 Next month’s presentation will be by Luis Lechuga about the San Diego Regional Asthma Coalition. 

 Next Call
Our next conference call will be Wednesday, July 27th at 3:30

