Notes: CAFA Network and Policy Call

September 27, 2011

REMINDER: The CAFA Network calls are now the fourth Tuesday of each month from 10-11am. The next one is October 25th at 10am. 

I. Update from the San Diego Regional Asthma Coalition

· Luis Lechuga shared an update about the work of the San Diego Regional Asthma Coalition. Highlights includes: education through an update of the asthma report card which summarizes data about asthma in San Diego County; advocacy, currently focused on the CA Cancer Research Act, ports, and SB 375; and schools, focused on streamlining communication between schools and medical providers. 
· Future updates include: 
· October 25th: Dolores from Stanislaus County Asthma Coalition
· November 29th: Jessica from Long Beach Alliance for Children with Asthma [***Note: This is the fifth rather than fourth Tuesday of the month. We’re changing it for this month only due to Thanksgiving]
II. Update of CAFA’s School Policy Framework

CAFA members developed an outline of state level school policies that could reduce exposure to asthma triggers in 2008.  This document has been used to guide the CAFA Network’s state policy efforts around schools and asthma.  Most recently it was used to outline the topics and proposed solutions discussed at a legislative briefing RAMP, CAFA, and the California Teachers Association hosted in February.  

As we look towards policy opportunities in 2012 and beyond, it seems like a good time to review and update this document.  Those on the call made the following suggestions:

· Add a section on school nurses

· Add the California Teacher’s Association materials on IAQ in schools as a resource

· Review the documents with an eye toward reflecting the fiscal challenges schools currently face

· Add examples of how asthma education can be incorporated into current curriculum and lesion plans

· Identify ways to make the document more accessible to CAFA members and others searching for this info

· Downloadable on RAMP website

For those unable to make the call, please review the current framework (attached) and provide any comments or feedback about edits or additions to the document or suggestions on improving access to the document to brandon@rampasthma.org.  

III.  CAFA Webinars

CAFA hosted its first webinar in August covering media advocacy and policymaker engagement.  CAFA member coalitions did a great job in sharing this opportunity with their members as over forty people registered for the webinar and over twenty participated.  Feedback on the webinar provided on the call included:

· Content was helpful and a good introduction to technology
· Webinar was a good way to share/train on a new topic with both audio and visual opportunities to learn
· Some reported problems accessing the webinar.  This likely was an internal problem, but points to potential barriers to this format.
Having completed our first webinar, it is now time to develop our next topic.  Past proposed topics include:

· The basics of the legislative process
· Leveraging limited funds
· Continue expanding our knowledge of land-use
· RAMP proposed an opportunity to bring in an expert on health analysis of land use plans to walk through a health analysis.
Those on the call did not add to this list and expressed a preference for training on the legislative process.  RAMP will move forward planning a webinar on the legislative process.  We are also asking all members to brainstorm with their coalitions on future topics.  Please share any suggestions with brandon@rampasthma.org. 

IV. Policy Update

Outdoor Air Quality

CAFA’s policy focus for OAQ is the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) upcoming Clean Cars Regulations.  To find out more about these regulations see: http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/clean_cars/clean_cars.htm. CARB will be releasing drafts of these regulations soon and will vote on them by the end of the year.  RAMP will connect CAFA members to advocacy opportunities once the drafts are released.  

Many CAFA members have joined the statewide campaign supporting these regulations – the Clean Cars Campaign.  Visit their website (www.calcleancars.org) to find out more and to join the campaign along with:

· Asthma Coalition of Los Angeles County

· Fresno-Madera County Asthma Coalition

· Merced-Mariposa County Asthma Coalition

· Napa County Asthma Coalition

· San Diego County Regional Asthma Coalition

· San Francisco Asthma Task Force

· San Mateo County Asthma Coalition

· Sonoma County Asthma Coalition

Housing
CAFA members with a housing focus decided to carry out their policy goals through participation with the California Healthy Housing Coalition (which we helped form with other housing stakeholders across the state).  The coalition’s code enforcement workgroup is focused on issues related to indoor air quality and is in the process of developing a policy proposal for 2012.  If all goes well, we will have a bill focused on addressing substandard housing issues.

If your coalition is not currently connected to the healthy housing coalition and would like to be, contact brandon@rampasthma.org.

Schools

RAMP is currently talking to state partners to identify potential policy opportunities for 2012.  The update of the school policy framework will help identify shared priorities with other school stakeholders.

Legislative Update
Of the five bills still active at last month’s check in, four have made it to the governor’s desk.  One bill has been signed, one vetoed, and the remained are awaiting a decision by the governor.  Governor Brown has until October 9th to sign or veto bills.  Attached are copies of letters sent by CAFA to the governor.  Feel free to use them as a template should you wish to submit your own letter to Governor Brown.  See details below.

UPDATE (10/3): Governor Brown has signed SB 739.  The only bill still outstanding is SB 128.  Attached is the letter RAMP submitted on behalf of CAFA.  Feel free to use it as a model to submit letters of your own.  If you do submit, do so as soon as possible as the deadline to sign legislation is less than a week away.

OAQ

· SB 535 (de Leon) – This bill was held in the Appropriations Committee and will be a two-year bill.  This bill would require the creation of a Community Benefits Fund from revenues generated from greenhouse gas reduction policies.  These funds would go towards supporting efforts to address climate change impacts in low income communities

· SB 582 (Yee) – This bill was vetoed by the governor.  This bill would allow local air districts in partnership with local transportation planning agencies to establish requirements that businesses make commuter benefits available to employees.

· SB 739 (Lowenthal) – This bill made it to the governor’s desk.  He has not taken action on this bill to date.  This bill would require air quality assessments at ports.  Update: Governor Brown signed SB 739 on 10/3.
Schools

· AB 516 (VM Perez) – This bill was signed by the governor!  It encourages Safe routes to Schools programs in low income communities

· SB 128 (Lowenthal) – This bill has made it to the governor’s desk.  He has not taken action on this bill to date.  It would allow school construction/renovation funding to be used on high performing school design elements

If you have any questions on CAFA’s legislative agenda, contact Brandon (brandon@rampasthma.org). 

III. Announcements

· Two regional meetings are scheduled for this week.  The southern California meeting is set for Wednesday, September 28th and the Central Valley meeting is set for Friday, September 30th.
