Notes: CAFA Network and Policy Call
October 25, 2011
I. Update from the Stanislaus County Asthma Coalition

Dolores Cisneros shared an update about the Stanislaus County Asthma Coalition. She discussed their structure and membership, including that the co-chairs are both physicians and that over 40 agencies/organizations participate in the coalition. She highlighted their work around: adopting the flag program in 210 schools; encouraging use of Asthma Action Plans in schools; implementing the Tools for Schools program; training after school and youth programs about asthma; educating school nurses; getting city proclamations; hosting an annual asthma conference; doing a media campaign; and developing a speakers bureau. She shared that they have done all this work based on in-kind contributions of members, which provides a great model for sustainability. 
The next coalition update will be Jessica Tovar from the Long Beach Alliance for Children with Asthma. We welcome and encourage additional volunteers for future network calls. 
II. Reports on CAFA Regional Meetings

Anne Farrell-Sheffer shared a report about the CAFA Regional Meeting held in Southern California on September 28th. As this was the first of its kind, the coalition members all greatly appreciated the opportunity to get together and learn about other coalitions across the region. Brandon Kitagawa shared a report about the CAFA Regional Meeting held in the Central Valley on September 30th. This region has been meeting annually for many years so was able to advance the conversation to identify specific activities that can be done collectively through a new regional entity, the Central California Asthma Collaborative. 

III. Update of CAFA’s School Policy Framework

CAFA members developed an outline of state level school policies that could reduce exposure to asthma triggers in 2008.  This document has been used to guide the CAFA Network’s state policy efforts around schools and asthma.  Most recently it was used to outline the topics and proposed solutions discussed at a legislative briefing RAMP, CAFA, and the California Teachers Association hosted in February.
Last month Network members reviewed the document and provided suggestions for an update.  Brandon circulated an updated draft that:

· Highlights the challenging fiscal environment that has gripped schools over the past few years

· Updates recommendations and resources

· Includes a new recommendation on incorporating asthma into curriculum

For those not on the call, please review the document (feel free to get input from others in your coalition) and provide feedback directly to Brandon (brandon@rampasthma.org) by November 4th.  In addition to comments on the content, feedback on the layout and ease of use are helpful as well.  Two things we’d particularly like feedback on are:

· Does the document read well with all of the links included in the text or would it be better to have them as foot or end notes?
· Is the recommended curriculum worth highlighting.  It was the only one we found.  If you know of others that are good models, please share (http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/prof/lung/asthma/school/index.htm). 

IV. CAFA Policy Updates

Legislative Update
With the legislative year coming to an end on October 9th, we can take stock our legislative advocacy for 2011.  This was easily the best year for CAFA bills in recent memory.  CAFA officially weighed in on twelve bills this year – eleven in support and one in opposition.  The bill we opposed did not advance and is no longer active.  Of the eleven that we supported, four made it to the governor’s desk.  Three of those four were signed by the governor and one was vetoed (see: http://www.rampasthma.org/2011/10/governor-brown-signs-bills/).   

Signed:

SB 128: allow schools to use state school construction money to pay for healthy school design features
SB 739: requires the ports of Long Beach, Los Angeles, and Oakland to conduct air quality assessments and develop mitigation plans to improve air quality

AB 516: establishes incentives for Safe Routes to School programs, especially in low income communities

Vetoed:

SB 582: would have allowed air districts and regional transportation agencies to require medium and large businesses to provide benefits to employees who take alternative forms to transportation

Many of the seven bills we supported that did not make it to the governor may become 2-year bills and be active again in 2012.  We will monitor these bills in addition to scanning for new bills next year.

Congratulations!

Regulatory Update
The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has postponed their vote on a series of clean cars regulations again (http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/clean_cars/clean_cars.htm).  They now plan to vote on these in January.  The reason for the delay is ongoing coordination with similar federal regulations.  CARB will release a draft of these regulations for comment at least 45 days before the vote.  RAMP will provide guidance on submitting comments on the regulations and on providing testimony at the vote for those that can attend.  
In the meantime, many CAFA members have joined the statewide campaign supporting these regulations – the Clean Cars Campaign.  Visit their website (www.calcleancars.org) to find out more and to join the campaign along with:

· Asthma Coalition of Los Angeles County

· Fresno-Madera County Asthma Coalition

· Merced-Mariposa County Asthma Coalition

· Long Beach Alliance for Children with Asthma

· Napa County Asthma Coalition

· San Diego County Regional Asthma Coalition

· San Francisco Asthma Task Force

· San Mateo County Asthma Coalition

· Sonoma County Asthma Coalition

V. CAFA Webinars
We will host a webinar on the legislative process on Tuesday, November 29th at 10am. We will send out a flyer for you to circulate to your full coalition!
We also aim to host a webinar on land use policy change in December and will keep you updated on potential dates. 
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